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In A rrowd(*d rnilroad sLitfon a ^\t\ clings lo her *rfildirr swrci* 
heart, winrpini; as slii.- ihinkh ahtad to londy d:iy>« ^uid miuith?., 

Ni'ar ii naval tr;iinmg trntrr a ^ailiir [mshrs u haliy currii^pi*. His 
young wifu walks alongsidi' him, Infill of ilicm IjfMinintj with pridf 
^knd pk^isure m tlii^ Hcetinj; niomoni nf fainily unity. 

A lirt'd man and his c*|iialfy (irt'd wife sip ihrir coffer in silence 
at a corner cafc". He is on his way liornc from the ni^hl sJiift at the 
Wiir plant. She is ahoul lo punch in for her dayiioH; stint on the 
dr'iW press. This hasty mra! in jKissinR and another similar mi'cling 
in the evening make up almost (he whole of iheJr life t*>KiihiT, 

A hajipy youns coujile walk down lli<' stijis of a ehun h under an 
archw^iy of sabers. Another pair lislon In a din^ olhee to an oElicial 
mumble ihc words that make them man and wife. Eilher couple 
may have but a day or two together in some hoiel befoie the hus- 
band goes back to camp, ihc wife lo her parents or lo live in a 
fumiTihed room. 
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Juke boM's blijre forth the song, '*Ain't I never gonna get a girl 
m my amis!*'' A 5;iilor spmwkd on the seat of a streetcar grins 
;il iht f^irl across the aisle from him and reads an invitition in her 
smile^ l^-en-agc girls wait on dark comers for soldier friends or 
^iToW in ihc bripht lights ready to sirikc up friendships thai may 
ripen into intimaty within an hour, 

Sotxiewhere a woman puts iwo chiklren to bed and then reads 
again her husband's Irlier from the fighting front. 

These arv but a few glimpses of changes brought to courtship^ 
tnarriag<% and family life by the war. Most of us hx' only a swift 
series of episodes, not the wh<ik" picture, along wilh the nish of 
events. 




iT STARTED RIGHT AFTER PEARL HARBOR 



One thing stands out. however: A vasi tkumbcr of AincTi<:an men 

and women havf paraded to the ult^ir *inrc Pearl Harbor. 

The march started with the firii rumblings of American involve- 
ment in the war. It rearhi'd \l\ rinickcst pace during the last month 
of 1941 and the first four months of |[H2- Todjiy, with millions of 
mi'n in uniform, the peak of war marriages has passed. 

Many of the thousands of '* war-marriage" couples would have 
married, wjr or no war But jnotive'^ either not prcM^nt at .iW in 



^M'^icetimcs or else greatly slrengthened by war emotiom havu in- 
flucnccd large numbers of them. 



WHY WAR MARRIAGES? 

Many war marriagefi are hasty marriages. Many a.re made while 
men are on leave or furlough. Often the iittic of the miirriuge is 
detcnnined by the approachini; end of a short Icavi". 

Military promptness and the sj^eed-up of work in war plants 
tend to ha-sten marriage. Entrance into service is an abrupt change 
of status. Why not, some argue, make an abrupt ch^mge from 
single to married status? If war can change life overoight, why 
not make the change more complete by marrying? If the Army 
is going to Miatch you away from civilian life, why not strengthen 
your ties with that hfe by leaving a wife behind you? And for 
many a giri who watches the boys going away from the home town, 
the "d^tf^" of the hectic h«iir^ hfforf ihcy go may scvm the last 
chance for marriage. 

Courtship, no matter bow disguised, is competition. To the sol- 
dier marriage offers, among other advantages, a deviee to ward 
off the competition of rivak while he is away. 

In war nothing is certain but uncertainty. Even an unwise mar- 
riage may give a feeling of certainty for a moment. Unconsciously 
it may seem to offer an escape from doubts and confusion. 

Many war marriages come about through loneliness or fear of 
loneliness. A soldier returns to his home town on leave; his oTd 
friends are gone; many thing>i have changed. Or a girl takes a 
job away from home and is separated from her family and friends. 
Both to the girl away from home and to the soldier on leave, mar- 
riage is an intimate relationship that seems to offer escape from 
loneliness. Absence makes the heart grow fonder — if there is no- 
body else. And there may lie nobody else in time to prevent a 
marriage that might iiuver have taken place under Jiormal con- 
ditions. 



SHE'LL BE LESS APT \ 
TO NOTfCE OTHER MEN T 
IF SHE'S MARI^IED 

TOME.., ro 



( THIS IS PROBABLY 

VMY LAST CHANCE 
TO GET A MAN ! 




The man in wrvifr hc^TS many appeals lo cc*n5iidfr his "loved 
ones." ilif phnisL' is rfpt'afrd in films, IftlurL^, and pjniphk'ts. 
Army life itself stimnlatcri the: ihoiighl. Dot's iho soldier have a 
"lift'rd nnc"? MairiiiRe- migtit mran ;i '*Vcs'' lo ihal qucsiion. 
Humiin lieiiii^s hjive a way of w:intjng what ihcy don^t havL-. 

Plenty of othtT moiivcs, nohic or sordid, may be involvt'd. To 
marry a ,'4oJdier is, lo many girls *^ |wilrioiic ihint;, A [»iH m-iy fpel 
hersHf — and Nhe may in farl bt- — u sourer of ihspiraiioM lo )\vi 
soldier hu^bnnd. On the sordid side, ihc extreme in molivcs is illus- 
trated by marriage for allotments nr in.iuranee, Ca^t-.n an.* kntiwn 



of attempts to nc€juire income from more than one Koldter at ihe 
same time, 

Wur has indircflly provided a mairi^f^e incentive like that of 
boom limes when employers practically stand in line and fik appli- 
cations for a prospective t-mploycc. Tln'n the |Jrobleni of an in- 
come fjufhcient for marriage doi's not set'm quite so difiicult as it 
was In normal times. 

A marriage may actually lake place after the war period and 
still be a "war marriage." John and Jane, for t'xampk". may de- 
cide to postpone their marriage until after the war, but it has its 
roots in the war years. 



WHAT PRICE WAR MARRIAGES? 

Marriaffcs in wartime are as varied as those in peacetime. Many 
niarriag'^s made since Pearl Harbor have sound foundations and 
would succeed under almost any circumstaneis. Other marriages, 
less solidly based, are dangerously shaken by the strain and stress 
of the war period. Some mrghi have succeeded in pcncetimcs, but 
can't weather the storm of war. There are also rTiarriages con- 
tracted in wartime between persons whose lack of adaptability 
would doom them to failure even under the best circumstances. 

Even those who look at il)e world through the rose-colored sjjcc- 
tacles of love know that war marriages are liable to special dangers 
and difficulties. 

Much depends upon circumstances. Por some couples, family 
life in wartime is not greatly different from family life in normal 
times. Careful plans arc made for a home. The honeymoon is 
not a prelude to separation. Pay checks make it possible to buy 
furniture. Romance mellows into canteninient and a baby is born. 

But for others the honeymoon may Ik- a pri'lude to heartache 
and tragedy. There are only a few brief hours of happiness to- 
gether before the end of a furlough. Later the two, separated by 
five thousand miles of ocean, suffer doubts, loneliness^ misunder- 



*itandmg. Lrlters aren't enough or don't comt- when ihcy are most 

needed. Much later there niiiy be a reunion of two diiTerent per- 
sons — older iind chiinged — who aren't able to regain happiness and 
make a imcccss of thi'ir marriage. 

For many coupl<'s military M^rvicc or war work makes some sepa- 
ration inevil:ible. A couple living ap^rt may fail to establish the 
normal bonds of life together. Or they may discover, when the 
separation is over, that their idealizations of each other while apart 
bear slight resemblance to reality. They firid themselves strangers 
to each othiT- They fail to make tlic adjustments and concessions 
and sacrifices necessary to successful marriage either in war or 
peacetimes. 

The separation of marriage partners violates hopes and especla- 
tions that have been built up over the years. Many of the million 
or more Anny wives wage a grim fight agaJri'.! separation. Some 
sense the coming of personality changes in their husbands as a re- 
sult of Army tifc. Many tr^- either to combiii these chiingcs or to 
kerp in tunr widi (hem by following from camp to camp through- 
out the lenglh and breadth of the country. In doing so they aecrpt 
the inconveniences of wartime travel and add to the load on trans- 
portation. Sometimes officers are Ri'tierous in jx-rmitting soldiers 
evening leave to go to some rooming house *ir h*jtel which lo a 
wartime family is ,1 temporary home. Frequently wives accept un- 
suitable empIo\Tnent for ihe s;ike of Iw'ing nc-jr iheir hu^^bands. On 
the West Cloast there are areas whcrt% despite high warlimc wage 
standards, the com|jelition of Army wives for jobs has reduced 
wages to low levels. 

In this war, as in other wars, the increase in marriages hjis been ac- 
companied hv a sharply rising birth rate. Nine months ;ifter the 
;»dopiion <if ihe Silrtfive St'rA'icc Act, the birth r;ite in ihe United 
States jum|)ed 1 1 [K'rcent above its level of the preceding month. 
(Its increase a year earlier was only 2 percent.] In HH2 not far 
from three niillion ehildri-n w<:re bom in the United States — nearly 
three hundred thousand more than in 1941. In general, wartimes 
ar(r not good limes for babies, ^'et babies are born — in trailer camps. 




REMEMBER ME? / 
I'M THE GUY YOU fl 
MARRIED 



in sliinTi of war- product! on areas, and to wives who arc following 
their soldier hushands as long as possible. Thousands of women 
want biihies to help ihcm bear ihc absence of their hiish^nd^. The 
oplimi-sm produced by wmiinRly favorable economii; conditions 
play's a part both in altitudf?^ towiird gelling married and in hav- 
ini^ children. For some, childbearing, like marriage, seems a war- 
time service. 

The protjiems tt( war marriages are more complex when there 
.tre children. Many a husband must forego the joys of helping to 
bring up hJs own baby. Often an Army wife wilh children cimnol 



afford to keep a separate home. She is therefore obliged lo live 
with hrr own parents or with those of her ahscnt hiEsband. In-law* 
do not have a perfect reputation for furthering marital harmony. 

An Army wife living wilh her own parents frequently faces the 
old battle against parental domination. To l>e put hack into the 
role of a child may seem particularly irksome after marriagi^, which 
IraditionaDy means freedom from parental controls. It isn*t always 
easy to follow a con-iistenl program of child training under the 
eyes of the child's grandparents. Whether the Army wife lives as 
daughter or as paying guest under ihe family roof, friction of inter- 
ests and altitudes is hard lo avoid. Even when she finds it pleasant 
to live with her parents, ihe return lo her former place of depend- 
ency may check the development of her maturity. And it may 
slrenplhen loyalties which later will clash with the expectations of 
her hu-sband as to hi*; jjlace 'm the ^hemc of things. 

Conseioiisly or unconsciously, women deprived of their husbands 
look for balances or compensations, A child may consetjuently re- 
ceive an overdcse of affection and underdose of discipline. One 
can only speculate as to what the efTeet would be if an entire gen- 
eration of children were reared esciusively by women. Successful 
marriage and the rearing of children is a joint not a divided rc- 
spotu^Jilily. 

SHOULD A SOLDIER WAIT? 

**Refrain from ha-ily marriages contracted in patriotic fervor be- 
cause your beau is going into the Army/' Mrs. R<)osevelt advises 
young women. But Fannie Hur^t says, **A girl wins even when she 
los<^s, as long as she gets a husband, liome, and heir. . . . Marry 
in haste and n'pent at leisure? But not lo marry at all is to do 
more than repent. It is to carry through life an aching void." 

Many unmarried uK-n in service have to face the question. 
"'Should a soldier wail?'* Thei-c are plenty of friends ready to give 
advice and there is little agreement among them — unfortunately 
for the soldier who can't make up his mind and is unwilling to let 



C'MON PUZZLED, 
DJVERI6HTIN ! 



BETTER 



1 »< TO WAIT ! 




his girl friend makf. it up for him. No two casi^ arc ihf same, yt*t 
most ix'o|jiL" Ted confident in tlruwing upon their own ptrsonal ex- 
perience when ihoy offer advice as to whether a soldier should 
marry now or wait. 

Pvt. Vuzzkd has started an argujnonl between Pvt. Hasty and 
Pvt, Wait. 

"A guy wearing a uniform who gets married is just plain nuts'' 
says Pu, Wait. '^What's the use of being miirried when you can't 
nvc iht girl more than maybe once a year?" 

"Never mind him," says Pv'I. Hasty. ^'You'll be a lot happier 
if youVo got somebody who writes reji^larly and i.s waiting for you 
to come back. I know plenty of fellows who are having .i swell 
lime — every furlough iinotber honeymoon. Nobody bas a chance 



to gi-l fed up. No house lo worry :ibout — no dishi^s lo wash, li's 
all romance. Eat oyit^ daurt-. gel a big kick out of it, and then look 
forward to ihc uext furlough.*' 

"Sure, ii's all ripht to have a steady girl," asserts V\X. Wail, "hut 
what's thi' use of bcinp married to heri" If shi- really loves you, 
she'll wait without being tied down by marriage." 

To this Pvl. Hasty n^plirs "Listen, young fellow, don't you be- 
lieve for a moment that any girl, even if she Js dumb enough to 
love you, u going to sit on ice wailing for you to get ant of the 
Army. If you love the girl and she loves you, marry her quick, even 
if you just met Iit-r last week." 

This brings a protest from Pvt, Wait, "How docs the guy know 
he^s in love? He doesn^ really know the pjirL Sure, rhcy d.inred 
and took in a show, walked in the piirk, and goi jjrelly chummy, 
but that doesn't mean anything. You ran get into trouble quickly, 
hut it tak<"s a long timi- to get out.'* 

Does Pvl. Walt have evidence to back up his doubts about hasty 
marriage ? 

If he hjid lime to rfiid ihp studies of ba^ty iniirriaj^c he would 
find some inlen'siing fads in them. The director of an organii^a- 
lion in Los Angeles that givi-s advice on marrijige pnJilcms made 
a Uudy of 7li8 elopemenlx After five years, only Tifl jxrcent of lliese 
hasty marriages wore raletl as happy by dose friends. The figure 




58% OF ELOPED COUPLES ARE RATED HAPPY lAHER 5 YEARS) 
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was about JO pcrci^ni Iowit llian the avrragc proportion of happy 
ma mages. 

Pvl- Hasty mighty <if course^ su^csl that pi*rhaps parental oppo- 
sition to these marriiiges, rather than haste, explains the difference. 
Twci nii'n in Chicago gtit S25 conple^ to ^ivr infcirmation about 
the msi' Ives. It was found that the eoupl^■^ wbosi* eourtbhip hiid 
liisted three or more years were more apt to claim that tliey were 
hiippily married than tho^e who had murried in hasle. A psyeholo- 
ps( in California, wlio sindied 792 conpli-s came lo the eonclusion 
that ;m acquaintance before raarTia^c of one lo three years was 
favorable to married hafJijim-ss. And in other studies it ban been 
found that each of lfn' followinjj eirrutnsUitiees seems to have a 
conneetton with bappim^s In marriat^e: (I) aeqtiaintanee made in 
oiher way*i than by *'pi(kup"; (2) marriatje in a church; and 
(!!) marriage by pricM* minister, or rabbi. So P\"t. Wait's disapproval 
of hiisty marriages is Ixicked by at least some I'videnee in favor of 
deliberate consideratinn and cimventionaj irrnnonii's. 

But Pvt Ha.^ty is not dirougb yrt, III- Mill has a word for Pvt. 
Piiv-jtlrd. "Look here," htt says, '*you'rc just an average guy. We're 
not talking about the frllnw who nnis U-r a marriage lieense just 
U'cause he*s got a few <binks undur his {nil. Vou know it's kind of 
haid For everybody lo stick out this war. Listen, Wait, if Puzzled 
hrn* gi'lf^ married, he% koI something n'al to fi^hl for. His morale 
goes up^ And the girl i^ fioing to feel thai slug's got a stake in the 
war, too. If a cou[>k' do ibeir bit to gel the thing over with» it 
brings them closer lo ea<h <nfuT. The Army and l!ie home front 
are g^iTig lo pnll logethur when there is a connection on account 
of war marriages." 

Pvt, Wait breaks in, "Where do vou gel this sInfT about morale 
and pulling tc^ther in the war effort? Jt\ juM lough to be mar- 
ried and yet not n^ally married. Y(hi exiJCTt a lot from marriiige — 
living together, a bi>nii", kids, and that sort of Uiing. Maybe a wife 
dciesn'l Wriiit to hand ovit a gtxid husband like Puy^Jrd here to the 
Army or Navy. There arc Army wives who do plenty of squawking 
about what they have to give op U\r the war. A lot of wi^es liail 
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along, crowd the trains, live in suitcases^ and wait on tabic when 
ihry sfiiniM scUk" down where they're needed and work in a w;ir 
pkmt. Married men are always bucking for special leaves. I say 
it should be one thing at a lime. War and marriage just don't 
mix, Cet iht war over with, then get married, and do it right." 

^*Bui.'' asserts Pvt- Hasty, ^'you've got to admit that marriage 
even m war makes a fellow nettle down a hit. Army life doesn't 
!urn out a batch of G. I. angels, but if a fellow has heen brought 
up Id have ftlrici slaudards arid waiils Ui keep on that way, marriage 
helps." 

Pvt, Wait interrupts, **You don't know v^hat it's all about yet. 
Times have t:hanged. VViih everylKKly on the move, marriage 
doesn't mean much for a loi of people and doesn't cramp their 
style- If a couple do take marringe pretty serioni^ly and then step 
out (it\ each other, it makes a worse mess when ihey get caught. 
Instead of having a good Jight they prohably get divorced." 

^^But marriage has got to continue," says Pvt. Hasly. "A country 
needs manpower. The Germans and the Japs are trying to boost 
their marriage and l>irth rales. Pvl. Puzzled and a Jot of others have 
got to get married if weVe to hold our own. With early marriage 
you can havi' more children, you can spread them out, and you 
can enjoy them before yim gel too old." 

''ThalN not fair lo children " says Pvt, Wait. ''We're not fighting 
this war lo breed cannon fodder, A kid has a right to a home and 
a father, not jufit n trailer camp and a worried mothei." 

Pvt, Hasty protests, "You're looking at just one side of it and 
you're trying' in keep Puzzled from seeing anything but your cock- 
eyed views. Waiting for ihc one and oidy, even if you're engaged, 
is no picnic. Suppose the fellow and girl do stick it out and stay 
pretty (rue to each other. Perha])s they get together at last and 
find that both parlies have cbajiged. None of us are coming back 
from ihi'i war exactlv the ^.ivnv kind of fellows. Maybe ibey won't 
want lo get married then after all. Or maybe one of them does 
want the marriagi^ but gets kfl fiat, several years older, and with 
a lot of good chances pas.sed up. Perhaps they keep a promise and 
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get married after the war in spite of a lot of doubts- If you don't 
maiT)' when you feei like it. maybf you will end up with a lot of 
trouble." 

Some evidence from the last war supports Pvt- Hasty. A study 
of divorce rates after World Wiir I was made by a man named 
Hall. It showed an unuiiialiy large number of divorces for mar- 
riages contracted durinj; the postwar years 1919 and 1920. There 
seems lo be little evidence that the policy of waiting was a guaranty 
of wisdom and good judgment at the time when the marriages 
finally look phice. Pvt. Wail might, of course, sLiy lliat jicrhaps 
many of these divorces resulted from marriaj^cs based on hasty 
postwar court^hip.^ rather than from marriages that wore postponed 
until after thf war. 

But Pvt- Wait has a more direct rebuttal, ^^It is plain nonsense 
lo try to keep from growing apart by getting married. It*s a lot 
worse to come back and find yourself a stranger to your wife than 
to just a girl friend. Surt\ bath can make mistakes and people can 
change and they can waste some Rood years. Being married doesn't 
help, though. It's all the harder to get free and then have to start 
looking for the rijiht person." 

''But being married does make a difference/' says Pvt. Hasty. 
"There is a better chance to change together when you think of 
yourself as niarried. ^'ou try harder to be together, to keep the 
letters moving. Being married, there is more at stake and you really 
try to understand the other person's |ioint of view." 

Pvt. Wait again objects, ''Sure, you try to make believe it's a 
nice normal marriage and you get into a jam about money. V'oii 
think a soldier's allowance will support a baby when it really won't. 
"\'ou spend a lot of money together while on leave and start buying 
things just to make believe that youVe got a home. A lot more is 
expected of yoii than if you were just engaged." 

Pvt, Hasty replies, '^Tliat's a good idea, but it*s put wrong, ^'ou 
spend a lot less rnoney getting married in wartime than if you 
waited for peace. Vou don't expert as much. Vou get u>ed to 
starting in a small Wiiy, and people don't expect you lo put on 
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dog and to have what everybody else has. Anyway, this money 
business is ovprrated. it's ihe way people fee! about each othi^r 
that really counts." 

Here Pvt. Hasty could find experts who would agree with him- 
The Chicago psychologists, Burgess and Cottrell, and the Cjlifomia 
psychologist, Term^n, agreed lluit iiinong tJie many married couples 
they studied, money troubles played a surprisingly small part in 
producing iiuinlal unhappiness. 

So Pvt, Wait winds up the argument, "Trfiok here. Hasty, I can*t 
spend all day explaining things to you. Maybe it depend.^ on the 
kind of g\iy that Pu/zled is and the kind of girl who gave him the 
picture that he c.trries arountl." 

MUST LOVE BE BLIND? 

Perhaps this parting shot of Pvt, Wail corner nearer the truth 
of the matter than he himself realizes. 

niven thp right cou|ilf, a war marriagp or almost any othor kmd 
of marriage can be made lo work. Investigators have questioned 
tliousands of Americans about their happiness in marriage or have 
obtained ratings from close friends of the couples. Their findings 
agree pretty closely. About tiiree-fourths of the couples report 




Va of all marriages are rated happy 
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ihemselves happy or act in such manner that they convince their 
friends that they arc h^ppy. Werf they just lucky or is it pwiRible 
that judgment is involved j' And can that judgment be improved 
by knowing about the experiences of others, and making use of that 
knowledge? It is u g<H>d guess thai ihf happily married are more 
successful in their maiTJages than if their males had been selected 
by drawing names out of a hat. 

Tlifre is no absoluie science of m;ite selection. Ncverthele^iST some 
people who are modest enough about their ability to pii k an auto- 
mobile or a washing machine are sure that ihcy tnow all about 
picking a goixi \\'\U? or n good husband. When they make recom- 
mendations to oihtrs, ihey do so in terms of their own personal 
taste and cxpcricjice. Someone hits said that a man tells all he 
knows ill two honrs and then staits talking aboiTt \%omen. Women 
are probably not much better inftimied about llie other half of the 
human race than men are, A human being is infinitely more com- 
plicated tltiin a Wnishing machine. Two humari l^-ings in relation 
to each other make a metropolitan telephone system seem as simple 
as a spool of thread- 

WHAT DO THE BEST ADVISERS SAY? 

Even if there i'^ no science of male '^election controlling men and 
women, doctors^ psychologists, sociologists, social workers, statisii- 
cianSj and other supposedly learned folk have been observing and 
studying courtship and marriage with great care. In the light of 
all their studies, here are some suggestions ihey would give Pvt, 
Puzzled : 

]. Tr\' to have a fairly wide range of ac<:[uaintanre with the 
opjjosite se.\. Many a man has married the first woman who took 
an interest in him, because he didn't quite realize that there were 
other w^omen in the world. The ojily way to judge a person is by 
comparison. A Jiian's <JCiupution or location may limit his oppor- 
tunities to meet girls. Shyness may lie his tongue. Fortunjjlely 
mixed recreational groups and increased initiative on the part of 
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BUT DON'T TRY TO CHANGE HER 
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girls offcT a wider ningc of contact for those who have (hi" good 
judgment In make full UhC of them. 

2. Know the girl. The Ix'sl advisers reeommentl knowing what's 
behind ihr t'Qsmeiics and under the hair-do. Personalities arc on 
pamdr in cou^t^hip. II i'^ a lime for potlinR on one's \n-\i riothes 
and bust manners. Ofteji ihe iwo persons share a very liiDiled variety 
of cxperiimces- 

It is important to di.^tinRuish between a person who loves and one 
vvho loves (o be loved. A smUe may be an invitation to join a 
self-founded admiration «H:iety, 

Here are some questions lo consider: U the girl hopi-lessly lied 
by family l>onds and loy-ilties? Docs she like you for yourself or 
because you resemble in sijnio insignificant way a father or a 
brother? Are you being collected as a scalp to be waved Jn triumph 
before friends? 

3. The ancient wamin^, '"Know Thy^lf," h repealed wilh new 
emphasis by advisers on marriage. Are you romantic or nMlistic? 
If you lie awake at night explaining lo yourself how you can do 
withotit her, you may be really involved. !f you're on the rebound, 
filled with ioneliness, and smarting with wounded pride, maybi' you 
should be locked up until you have acnsc enough to be trusted at 
lai^ among the oppo&ite sex. 

What is your relative value in the marriage market? Vmi may 
have marked yourself loo high or you may have put yourself on 
the bargain counter. Are you worthy of ihe girl? Your best friend 
won't tell you. If you vi'anl advice, ask the girl's sharpest critie. She 
may tell you somethinj^ worth learning. 

Are you sure you don't want the girl just lo keep someIx>dy else 
from ^ettiii^ hfT? Do you want her for hirsi-lf or because uoh<>dy 
else is in the picture at the moment? Are you just tired of trying 
to make up your mind? Is it just that you want lo get the matter 
Mettled onrc^ aod for all? 

4. Knowing the girl is closely tied up with the question of knowing 
what she wants in marriag<^, not just what she says she wants. There 
are all sorts of possibilities that do not appear on the surface. Per- 

17 



haps she subconsciously wants somebody to boss around. Possibly 
she wants lo Ix" u iTiolher to a man. Perhaps her idea is lo reform 
you after marriage and hhape you into the kind of person that she 
n-ally wants. 

There is mueh cvidcnre that what a person wants in marriage 
is the result of rliildhood experience in his ow^n family. Marriage 
is u continuation of family life, and most people want to carry on 
what thi'y have found >:atisfaclory in their own family, and to make 
good what has h<'rn unsatisfactory or lacking. 

If a girl likes certain qualities in her father, she may want to have 
them in a husband. Woe let the man who forgets an anniversary 
if his wife's father has a good memory for sueh things I Or she may 
want her husband to avoid the qualities or charaelerislics which 
sbe found unsatisfactory in hir father. Tf she has chafed under 
strict contntl^ she may be looking for the ehance to do a little boss- 
ing on her own account. If she has felt insecure and unloved, she 
may have biiiTt up a tremendous appetite for idfection. On the other 
h-md, if she has c onie from an alfectJonatc family, she may expect 
affection as a matter of course. Perhaps a girl has resented her 
jnother's hard lot and is eager to play a very diR'erenl role in her 
own marriage drama. One might expect a thrifty wife to come 
from a poor home, but the experience of poverty may have bred 
dreams of fur coats. 

It is probable that you can learn more about what a girl wants 
in her own marriage by investigating her likes and dislikes in her 
own family than in any other way, 

5. Know what you want in marriage. What is sauce for the 
goose is sauce for the gander. Very likely you too have been just 
as much innuenced by fiimily experienee in childh;H>d. If your love 
and apprnvLiI for your molher were strong and unqualiiicd^ you 
may want a girl "just like the girl who miirried dear old Dad." If 
you have been dominated^ you may be ready for your turn at iid- 
ing ibe roost. If you have fell inferior in your family group, you 
may be drawn to somebody who makes you feel that yo^i are a great 
big handsome wonderful fellow. If you had an adoring younger 
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sister whose pigtails you could pull at will, you may wani a wife 
who c;in accept your particular kind of jokiiig. 

Don't b.iiik on your ability to changf tht* girl. Many a husbiknd 
has found to his sorrow that he has as little success in reforming 
hi.^ wifo^s pt^rsonality a.i she in changing his. 

6. C-onipjirc family backgrounds. It follows from what h;is been 
said iiU^ut the wish to }Kr[x:tuatc family experience th;it two per- 
sons' dewres are involved. It is not jusl a C|uesiion of what ihe girl 
wants or what you want, but of what you both want — -of :idjusling 
expcelaiions that m lioth caics are rooted lo family experience. 
There may be a clash of such expectations l>ecause of different rC' 
ligiou^i or nationality backgrounds. Tliu demands of an only child, 
though not unreasonable", m:iy still not dovetail with those of a 
person reared m a large family. A happy-go-lucky family life has 
its virtues, but a member of a family accustomed to that kind of 
hfc miiy not adjust ru.idily in marriage to a person reared in a home 
marked by formality and discipline. 

7. Know the girPs parents before they become your parents-in- 
law. This may not be easy, for they may be placed on exhibition. 




MEET THE GIRL'S PAREMTS . • . STUDY THEM! 
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best fool forv^'ard. In the romantic iradifion of marriage, ihcy may 
ntJt seem lo count, but gcni'Vally they do at Irast appear u]>on the 
M I'm*. In ii j^cnsf you m.irry ihim in ordrr to gel the girl- AH 
comic-strip ideas aside, parents-in-law arc important because they 
have claims and emolionai demands to m^ike u|>on their childn'n. 
From wIkjI has been said il follows that your faiher-in-liiw may be 
tfic khid of person you arc supposed to be. If you don*t like ihat 
kind of person or can't be that kind of person^ it may be just loo 
bad. 

Furthermore, the girPs parents give some idea of what she 
now is or is going to become- By breeding and upbringing she h 
a produel of her parents. Suppose the mother at fifty is silly and 
kittenish. The daughter has a girlish gaiely suitable to one who is 
young and preity, but later on will she be like her molfirr? Sup- 
pose ihe nutilier at fifty is a lM>re— the d^iughler may have a lielcer 
start than you realize, with only some twcniy-five years to go. Look 
al the girl's jiarenLs for a dim preview of the future. Rrmcmber 
that the personalities of Ijolh parenJs are interwoven under the 
girl's skin. She may resemble them. She may exert herself lo avoid 
resemblance. She may carry within her the strain of their disagree- 
ments and conflicts. 

If It U imponant for the man to know the girl's parents, it is 
perhaps even more important for the girl to know his parents, par- 
licularly his mother. Generally he fits in Uglier with her jjjirents 
than she does with his. 

8. Think in terms of growth and change. Are you and the girl 
likely to grow and change together- — or at difTcrent ran-s and in 
separate ways? How would the girl react to motherhood? And 
how would you n^act to the changes ih-it age, work, and ehildren 
bring to family life? Many a boy with the picture of a piti-up girl 
over his bunk would do well to take an occasional look at a bevy 
of Ziegfeld girls twenty years after their day of gbry. While on 
ihe subject of change^ it may be worth while to rcmembi-r that 
twenty years from now your uniform probably won't fit and your 
hair won*t need parting. 
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LifiliAHY 

UNIVERSITY OF ItirHMOND 
VIRtilNfA 

9. Courtship should be regarded as a time for getting genuinely 
acquainted, for telling your ability to make adjustments, and for 
learning about the }JfrM>nalily traits ihal will be brought togciher 
in the mamagc. It is a lime for anticipating the basic problems of 
marriage and for reaching agreements on ^ucb questions as having 
children, the handling of family finances, church affiliation and at- 
tendance, and whc'iher the wife should work afUT m:irriage. If 
courtship really serves such purpoivcs^ it will make possible some 
check on compatibility. Most studies seem to indicate that sexual 
intercourse before nuirriage is unfavorable to marriage success. 

It Is generally agreed that common interests arc important and 
that [jeople should try to find out b(*fore marriage the degree to 
which interests ciin be enjoyably shared. El is much harder to work 
logolher than to play together. Comradeship in work ^es more 
pronkise of h^ippiness in marriage than omradi^ship in recreations 
which would be enjoyable even with aii olherwise unsatisfactory 
companion. 

Sonip ndviiieni rrcnmmpnd a quarrel now and then. It U human, 
it helps to clear (he air. and it may test a rou|)le\ ability to adjust 
conflicts of interest and wilL The person who will never admit that 




RECOMMENDED: A GOOD FIGHT (NOW AND THENI 
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he or she is in the wrong is a poor prospecl as a marriage partner. 
The lliree hardest words to pronounce in any language are, ''I was 
wrong/* 

10. Consider the experience of others. Ii \*-ould seem to be as 
imporlant lo be able lo predict success or failure in marriage as 
it is lo iiredicl a bi>om in the stock market or the risk^ of sickness 
or accident. A happy marriage has greater value than wealth; and 
family tonflicl may !>*■ more deva-Hiaiing in it** effrcts than tubercu- 
losis or typhoid. The difficuhy is that nobody is wLnc enough lo 
understand fully the complexities of relations between men and 
women. The best way out, llicrefore, is a careful j>ooling of 
experience. 

The most systematic work tcuvard this objecti\'e has been done 
by Ternum, who *lu< cecdcd in H"-Umg hundreds of married coujiles 
to c(xj(jerate with liini. He tested their personalities, explored their 
family Uickgrounds, and got hiisbands and wives to tell frankly 
how ibey felt about each other. 

Terman's study brought out ten qualihcalions which seem lo 
offer the soundest basin for predicting happiness in niarriage. All 
ten, listed below in the order of their imfjortance, can be known 
before marriage. On the basis of this study, otiier things biding 
c(|ual , look for a girl : 

1. Whose parents were hii|)|)ily married 

2. Who was happy in childluKtd 

3. Whn got on with her molher 

4. Who exfM'riencid home discipline that was firm but uot harsh 

5. Who w;i5 stroni^ly attached lo her mother 

6. Who was strtmgly attiiched to her father 

7. Who got on with her f.ilher 

8. Who had parents who were frank about sex 

9. Who was not punished often or severely in childhood 

in. Whose attitude toward sex is free from di^isl or aversion 
With .ill this in mind, lake aiiodier lixfk at your [ii^ssible parents- 
iii-law\ for their happiness and adjustment may be important lo 
you. Thai is the verdict of most studies of marriage, 
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AN OVERSEAS SITUATION 

Thr liiizard?. of war marriiigcs nn' apparently Tnuhi|ilird in the 
r-iM-s of ciVfret-as iiiarriagi'?> of mililary p4*i>onni'l lo f^in-igniTs, A 
nuvru) ofiscrviT wlm Mudird ih*' prdik-nr. of surh xnaniiipi's during 
t\w lj.*;i u.ir c%iim;*tcs that .ii It-a.st lialf of fhem tumfd out lo be 
fill lures. 

The biisic prolilcms are of couna- those of iidjustmeni, with ordi- 
nary diili< nllit',s complicated hy ail the difrirtnc<'s of invironmenl 
and cttKtom iind nationality or r:u'e. But ihrre are also practieal 
lang!e?i, esjieeially In ihe mailer of a>u|jU's griunj; lojiecher laier 
in ihe United Si. ties. Durlni^ war, ofTicers and men arc j^ubject to 
quirk changes of station and ean^t Like iheir wiveit with them from 
a forcigt] country; and, when ih^ war Is over, soldiers (unie^is Ihey 
hapjK'ned lo enlist o^'rr^ea^| will be retumrd to the Uniii-d Slates 
for discharge and may be obliged to h-ave their wives Iwhind. In 
the crowded nn^nlbs afier the war, even if nionev h availablr for 
travel expiises^ wives and children left in foreign countries an- not 
likely lo find it easy to i^ci shij) pass^ige. So^letim^^s a foreij^n wife 
of A soldier has come to ihe Uniird Stales lo livr with siranp? 
in-laws in unfamiliar surroundings — at bi'st a bard exjjerienee of 
adjusimeni and, if her husband fails to return rrom the war, a 
tragic dilemma. It shuuld be added that miM-d marriages of certain 
kinds are millawctl in many '^[ales; that American consular ofljcials 
can n^fuM' a visa ffjr a wife to mter ibe Ujiited Sutles if in their 
judgment sbe is likely tn become a jiubhc eharije; and that foreign 
husbands of American citizens cim enter the United Slates only 
under quotii. 



MAKING A SUCCESS OF WAR MARRIAGE 

How do Mome cotiple^ make a go of marriage under war ron- 
dilJons? Keeping busy in war work <eeins to help. If the husband 
is in die Army and bis wife in a war plant, diey won't have murb 
tune lo brood over the ill fate that separates them or to bhime each 
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oihrr for cirrumstanccs U-yond ihcir control. They iire both doint^ 
what they can to win the war and shorten tin- limp of their M-pa- 
tiilion. Their shared conei-rn e^ilablishes a common bond in relation 
t« ihe very war which si-jiaratcs them. 

AnothiT source of strength in meetinp; ihe problems of %epara- 
Ijon is the sense of comrad^'ship with many olhi-rs ^vho are having 
simitar ex}>eriences and deprivations. Aniiy wives h-iv<' banded to- 
gether in various ways for moral support. The married man in the 
Army will not forget that one out of evi'ry three American soldiers 
is facing a domestic problem siniiUir lo his own. 

Intensive letter writing can be of value in hel|)itiR a couj^le sepa- 
rated by the war to bold on to each odier and lo keep iheir miir- 
riap' viial. Newsy leiierv ti-lling of the little events ibat have lia[J- 
|jened and of the feeling of the writers Upward ihem result in a 
sharinii of day-by-day experience. TbLs heljjs lo keep the couple 
ch>M' Ut each other and to understand hov^" each is bring changed. 

Finally, then? is reason lo believe that family morale, like any 
other tind of morale. U based on hope. Con]j|i's who plan nMlisli- 
eally for d)eir married life in peacetime minimi/e troubles brought 
on by war. Planiung for children is important. One study of mar- 
riage indicated that the happiest couples are those who w^nt but 
do nf»l yel have children. 

What are some of the timeless, general conditions of success in 
marriage? In particular, what :ire the conditions that can to some 
extent bi- influenced by ihi' conscious effort of couples to make their 
marriages succeed P 

Ci>u[>les have to pay a i>rice for m;irriagc ^success. No two persons 
enjoy a complete identity of purpose. Some effort, some compro- 
mis(\ therefore, has to be made — and made from the beginning. 
A good start in niarriagc ni:iy lead to g^o\^th of s^itlsfaction ark<l 
contentment. 

It is not unreasonable to believe that children help to make mar- 
riage a nuccess. The fact that divorced couples have fewer children 
doev: not. of course, make il certain that these couple^i would have 
Ijeen happily married if ihcy had had more children. But no one 
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am deny tli:it children help to cduculr piirrnls into malurily, pro- 
vide u common interest^ and strcnglltcn the inccndvt; to work for 
a ^ood m:iritjl adjuslmcnl. 

SonK'*>ne has said that a wife is a jHTson who slicks by you in 
trouble you wouldn't have had if yoii hadn't married her. Yet **ven 
trouble may b<^ a bond th^it holds ;i buine together. 

Another trait generally favorable to suitess iii marriage is what 
mi^ht be c;dk-d soeiabiliiy. The gocnl mixers^ the participants in 
group activities, those who lake an irilrrest in others^ arc likely to 
make successful wives and husbu.nds. Ability to mjkc friends is not 
created by a mere act of will« bui can be cultivated. Common 
friends and skill in the mi of friendship help to nuike a ^o of ninr- 
nJiRc. As the riicHc romaniie phase [)as\i"s ihe successful marriage 
develo[>^ the quality of an intimate friendship. 
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Anotb<T favorable characlcriatic is honesty. Those who nre hon- 
est with their mates, with ihemscJvcs, iind with tht- world arc mon- 
likely lo li^vc Mlo^'^'^*lful nijiiriapcs ih^m lh<x" who mv noi. Re- 
member, however, thai a crrlain kind of honrsly is thr same as 
tartlessncsM. Whih- ihere is much to be said for lionesty about money 
matters and about activities and outlook on life, ihere is perhaps 
Jillle gain in the f'xpresiiion of frank disapjJtov'al tif your wife's 
nose, the sJze of her fectj or her L Q. After all, very little can be 
done about these matters. It may be wise to rraisider whrthcr or 
not a construciivc change i^ ]>osskb1e, and whi^ihtT the change, if 
made, is worth the ri.nk of hurt feelings and m i sunders taiid in ii- 
Truth is sometimes bilicr medicine whieb must be bandied widi 
di&eretion- 

The "fifty-fifty" marriage, the kind in which neither husband 
nor wife orders (he other iirnuud but in whiih they >bare equal 
audiority and parallel responsibility, seems to have the best chance 
of success. There ;ire pcrsi^ns who like to be bossed and others who 
enjoy bousing. If siuch indiv!dii:iU bajJijen to pair off, the niarriaijc 
may be a success. But in ReiH-nil AniLTican women arc not by 
temperanK'nt or by training inclined to play the role of door mat 
in marriajTL" any more than American nien. 

In fact, a couple's attitude toward i'(|uality hi marriage rclaiiori- 
ship may be as important as the actual division of authority and 
responsibility between them. One reeeni study showed thai hus- 
bands oppiwd to n[;}]ts for women were somewhat less likely to \m^ 
happily married than those more tolerant on the subject of equal 
rights and n^sponsibilities for vi'omen. M:my hap|)ily married couples 
as'rt.^rt that a *"fifty-fifiy" meeting is not enough — that each must be 
ready to go more than half way and provide, in a "sixty-sixty" 
arrangenu*nt, a widi" area for compromise. 

Finally, mature jjeopic are more likely than others to make a go 
of marriage. TFiey are not necessarily people who were bom a 
goodly number of yi'ars ago. There :ire grown-up habii"T wiilking 
iUTHUid di^uis<'d as adults by grayinp hair and wrinkling skin. 
Grown men arc sometimes still lied to their mothers* apron strings. 
Some fading women talk of "Daddy," ex|M'ct indulgent adoration, 
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und want somebody clso to shoulder their share of work and re- 
sponsibility. People in their thirties may still at heart be adolescents 
seeking thrills, craving iidmiration, and pursuing the wUI-o'-the-wisp 
of unchanging romantic love. 

Throughout the centuries the human race has commonly regarded 
marriage as a symbol of maturity. AVhen the symbol corresponds to 
reality, the chances of making a success of marriage are best. 



To the Leader 

How to Use This PampMei 

Type of discuision. TJic subject of war marriiiges as presented In 
this p;unphlet may be handled effectively in one of three types of 
discussion: ( I J informal discussion, (2) pane! discussion, (3) debate. 
For the techniques of organizing and conducting these forms of dis- 
cussion, refer to Oiiifte for Diicuision Lfaiim in the series of Edu- 
cation Manuals of which the present pamphlet is one. 

Charts. Whichever form of discussion you select, reproduce the 
charts given in the text for use with your group. It does not matter 
if the reproductions are rough, but they should be of sufficii-ntly 
large size to be legible to the jjerson who slis farthest from them. 
Put them up around tlie ixKim or fasten them to a blackboard or 
other stand tliat may hi' available. Your purpose is to furnish b;tsic 
facts quickly and effectively. 

Mixvd group. Making a success of marriage in wartime is espe- 
cially suitable for discussion by a gnjup of lx>th men and women. 
The points of view of botli will increase the value of the thought 
given this problem by members of the group. 

Reading by groujf rmnibfrs. Although thi?. pamphlet appears to 
1« directed primarily to the leader, it rs also written for the general 
reader. You may hnd it txilh stimulating to discussion and practical 
to place one or more copies in il»e library or other n^ading room 
for preliminary or foilo\*'-up reading by group members. If you do 
this, make appropriate announcements about it. Another suggestion 
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is that you ask the librnrian lo set aside a shelf for any ^vuilahlr 
book<^ on ihc subject of marriage. Draw aiirnlion lo this shelf with 
ii placard, perhaps wordfd as follows: Discussion Group Reading — 
Ciin War Marriiige*; B*- M.ide To Work? 

Informal discunion. Vour fivf-minulc inlroduciion should skplch 
quickly the rt^asoos for llie limilincss of the subjcr(: the rapid in- 
rrcjise in marriage rale in wartime; muoy hasly iind ill -considered 
marriapts leading lo unhappjness; the frankly pu/iling fjuestJons 
of whether it is right to marry in (he face of anlicipaled long 
.sepuratioo or to postpone marriage until after the war. (See pp. 
3-S.) Somewhere in your introduction you should also define war 
marriage. [Sec pp, 1-3.) Your opening qne^ion \hould be one 
ihal points (o an imporlimt iu\d challenging issue: Should niarrlaj^e 
be postponed in wartime? On what basis can a man reasonably 
exjX'ct a girl to wail for him until after ibe war? 

Below are given a number of quesiioas ihat may be helpful, 
in stinkulaling discus^^ion if it lags. They are grouped in the order iti 
whieh ihey might well be raised^ uiidcr three main lines of inquiry: 
(I) the reasons why men and women detJde on a hurried mar- 
riage or on ))os1ponin^ marriage in the face of long separation 
liflerward; (2) pn^dicting success in marriage; and (3) making a 
success of marriage in wariime. If ^-ou aak each of four or five 
individuals in advance of the meeting to ask one of these qucs- 
(ion!^, you will have iheir iL\sistancc in getting the discussion off to a 
good start. 

Flicton in war marriage. What is a war marriage? Is it simply 
marriage in wartime? What are the human motives thai cause 
hasty marriages in wariime l-* By what special dangers may the suc- 
cess of marriage in wartime be threatened? Should marriage be 
poslponetl because of the war? To what e\ient ha** the United 
States marriage rale incn^ased since adoption of the Selective Service 
Act? (Sec pp, 3-14.) 

Predicting success. How can the succt'ss of (be nurriage of ;i 
specific couple be prcdieli'd? What are the chances of married 
happiness after short acquaintance? Is there a science of mate 
selection? If not, why not? What suggestions have been made on 



how to select a life companion wisely? What qualificalions appear 
to olTer ^ M>und ba>is for predicting success in marriage? Arc mar- 
riages ctinlracled oveiM'.is with fon?ipn-htirn individuals subject to 
special dangers? (Sec pp. 15-23.) 

Making a success. Once contracted h<»w can marriage he made 
suco^sful? Are there Mif>geslions thai apply particularly to mar- 
ried couples living under wartime conditions? What about chil- 
dren-do ihey help or hinder? Do ifie personalities of ma.rriage 
partners ehiirijie durinR Icing seiJaralioiis ? Should n wife who is 
separated from her husband hvc wflh her parents or her in-laws? 
Ca[» any l^vo people make a success of marriage if they try hard 
enough? (St'C pp. 5-8 iind 2:1-28.) 

panel disc iLisi on. The miilrrial suKge,sted for informal discussion 
is just as ;ippropriate for p;mel discussion. You r-iii »sk Uie panel 
to plan iheir discussion ^iround the s^mie three main lines of in- 
quiry ^ usin^ the siime questions. Your ftve-minuie introduction 
would be ihc same. 

An in{»enious and effective variant of panel discussion Is a drama- 
tization of a G. L arRumenl of which the chief actors are Pvts. 
Hasly and Wail. (Sec pp, 8-i.'>.) Tlie olhi'r members of the panel 
contribute ifu'ir share of the dis<:ussion a^ friends and supporters 
of Hasty and Wait, At the conclusion of ihe dramatization, the 
"cast" serves as a board of experts to answer que^itions from the 
floor. 

DfbaU\ If the debate form is UH-d, one good phrasing for the 
subject i-i: Resolved that young ppople should (josljwine marriage 
until :ifter iht- war. Be sure to arrange for a question period fol- 
!*jwing tlu* debate itself. (See Guide for Discussion Lt'aders, section 
IV, 6.) 

Guidf joT Discussion Ltadirs. Tlils guide, which has been re* 
ferrcd to above. Tihould he in your hands. It has been distributed 
with this and oib^r [i^irTipli^'ts of this series. It describes the ob- 
jectives of voluntary olT-duiy discusMon, suggests Wiiys of interest- 
ing per^ionnel in this phasj' of education, and tells how to conduct 
informal di^cu&sions, panel discussions, forums, symposiums, and 
debates. 
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Some Ideas for a Library Shelf on War Marriages 

MODERN MARklAGF: A HANDBOOK FOR MEN. By P:iul 
Popf-ncx'- Publislird hy M^cmillan ;iiid CcMii]>jny. 60 Fiflh 
Avenue^ Nrvv V<irk II, N. V, (I940j. Includi-s an exu-nsivc 
list of r^fercncc^ on marriage. 

WAR, BABIES, AND THE FUTURE. By Willi^im Fielding Og- 
hiim. No, ii'^ of i'uhlu Affairs PampkUlS. iJuJilUird by Publit 
A/Tairs CommilUr, %) KockcffllLT PUiv-i, NVw Vork, N, Y, ( 194:J) . 

WILL WAR MARRIAGES WORK^ Puhli^hrd in Reader's Digest, 
volujiu- 41. nn. 247. ].]». 14-18 (N.>v<'inlHr 11*42). Condt'nf^-d 
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